The Special Prayer for this week
God of holiness, your glory is proclaimed in every
age: as we rejoice in the faith of your saints,
inspire us to follow their example
with boldness and joy;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Sunday 1 November 2020
Prayer and worship at home

Preparation
In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen
The Lord be with you
And also with you.

The Act of Penitence
As we pray, we reflect on the week that has passed
and ask the Lord for his forgiveness and healing.
Lord, you are gracious and compassionate:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
You are loving to all
and your mercy is over all your creation:
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Your faithful servants bless your name
and speak of the glory of your kingdom:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy

Words of Forgiveness
May the God of love and power
forgive us and free us from our sins,
heal and strengthen us by his Spirit,
and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen

The Word of the Lord
First Reading Hebrews 12. 18 -24
You have not come to something that can be
touched, a blazing fire, and darkness, and gloom, and
a tempest, and the sound of a trumpet, and a voice
whose words made the hearers beg that not
another word be spoken to them. (For they could
not endure the order that was given, ‘If even an
animal touches the mountain, it shall be stoned to
death.’ Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses
said, ‘I tremble with fear.’) But you have come to
Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in
festal gathering, and to the assembly* of the firstborn
who are enrolled in heaven, and to God the judge of
all, and to the spirits of the righteous made
perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new
covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a
better word than the blood of Abel.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The Holy Gospel | Matthew 24. 30-35
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ…
Glory to you, O Lord
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain;
and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. Then
he began to speak, and taught them, saying: ‘Blessed are
the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be
comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit
the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed are the
merciful, for they will receive mercy. Blessed are the
pure in heart, for they will see God. Blessed are the
peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
Blessed are those who are persecuted for
righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute
you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my
account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great
in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the
prophets who were before you.
This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.

Affirmation of faith
Let us declare our faith in God, the Holy Trinity
We believe in one God, the Father, the
Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only
Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God
from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father; through him all things
were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and
the Virgin Mary and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance
with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no
end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son
is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
The Lord’s Prayer
Joining with Christians throughout the world,
we pray:
Our Father….
Or
Our Father in heaven….

The Grace
We conclude our prayers
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit, be with us all, evermore. Amen

November 2nd – All Souls’ Day
'The believer's pilgrimage of faith is lived out with
the mutual support of all the people of God. In
Christ all the faithful, both living and departed, are
bound together in a communion of prayer.' This
simple, agreed statement from the Anglican--Roman
Catholic International Commission explains the
purpose of the celebration on this day. Since its
foundation, Christians have recognised that the
Church, the ecclesia, the assembled people of God,
is at its most perfect when it recognises its unity in
God's redeeming love with all who have said, who
say now, and who will say in the fullness of time,
'Jesus is Lord'.
(from “Exciting Holiness”)
Collect
Eternal God, our Maker and Redeemer,
grant us, with all the faithful departed,
the sure benefits of your Son's saving passion
and glorious resurrection
that, in the last day,
when you gather up all things in Christ,
we may with them enjoy the fullness of your
promises;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Bible readings:
Lamentations 3. 17-26, 31-33
Psalm 23
1 Peter 1. 3-9
John 6. 37-40

