The Special Prayer for this week
God of constant mercy,
who sent your Son to save us:
remind us of your goodness,
increase your grace within us,
that our thankfulness may grow,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Sunday 30th August 2020
12th Sunday after Trinity
Prayer and worship at home
If a household are praying together, one person may act
as leader and the others as the congregation and they
join in the words in bold type.
If alone, read all the words aloud.
You may want to light a candle before you begin, and
have a Bible, cross or crucifix to look at.
You might prepare for this act of worship by listening to
some music, or by being still.

Preparation
In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen
The Lord be with you
And also with you.

The Act of Penitence
As we pray, we reflect on the week that has passed
and ask the Lord for his forgiveness and healing.

The Word of the Lord
First Reading

| Romans 12. 9 - 21
A reading from the letter to the Romans

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what
is good; 1love one another with mutual affection; outdo
one another in showing honour. Do not lag in zeal, be
ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be
patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to
the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse
them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those
who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not
be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim
to be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for
evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of
all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live
peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves,
but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written,
‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.’ No, ‘if
your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty,
give them something to drink; for by doing this you will
heap burning coals on their heads.’ Do not be overcome
by evil, but overcome evil with good.
This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

The Holy Gospel |

Matthew 16. 21 - 28

You raise the dead to life in the Spirit.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
Matthew
Glory to you, O Lord

You bring pardon and peace to the broken in heart.
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that
he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at
the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and
be killed, and on the third day be raised. And Peter took
him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, ‘God forbid
it, Lord! This must never happen to you.’ But he turned
and said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan! You are a
stumbling-block to me; for you are setting your mind
not on divine things but on human things.’ Then Jesus
told his disciples, ‘If any want to become my followers,
let them deny themselves and take up their cross and
follow me. For those who want to save their life will
lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find
it. For what will it profit them if they gain the whole
world but forfeit their life?

You make one by your Spirit the torn and divided.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Words of Forgiveness
May the God of love and power
forgive us and free us from our sins,
heal and strengthen us by his Spirit,
and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen

The Lord’s Prayer

Or what will they give in return for their life? For the
Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his
Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has
been done. Truly I tell you, there are some standing
here who will not taste death before they see the Son
of Man coming in his kingdom.’

Joining with Christians throughout the world, we pray:

This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.

Our Father in heaven…

Affirmation of faith
Let us declare our faith in God.
We believe in God the Father,
from whom every family
in heaven and on earth is named.
We believe in God the Son,
who lives in our hearts through faith,
and fills us with his love.
We believe in God the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens us
with power from on high.
We believe in one God;
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen

Prayers of intercession
(At home you may wish to offer prayer in your own words,
or be prompted by the words here)

We pray for our world, especially at this time of anxiety
and fear…
We pray for our nation and its well-being…
We pray for neighbours, family and friends and we
remember all those self-isolating at the moment…
We pray for all who are sick, worried or anxious, and for
those who feel cut off from friends and family…
We pray for those who have died in recent days, and all
whom we remember with love and affection……

Our Father…
Or

The Grace or The Blessing
We conclude our prayers with The Grace
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit, be with us all, evermore. Amen

